
 

 
PER DIEM, TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION ALLOWANCE COMMITTEE 

4800 Mark Center Drive, Suite 04J2501 
Alexandria, VA  22350-9000 
www.defensetravel.dod.mil 

 
 

PDTATAC/vap 17 September 2013 
 

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 
 

SUBJECT: UTD for  MAP 99-13(E) -- Safe Haven Allowance Authorities 
 
 
1.  SYNOPSIS:  Delegates authority to designate safe haven, alternate safe haven and terminate 
the evacuation to Secretary Concerned.  Also changes the start date for safe haven allowances to 
the day after the date of arrival (currently arrival day). 
 
2.  These changes are scheduled to appear in JFTR change 323, dated 1 November 2013. 
 
3.  This determination is effective on 17 September 2013. 
 
 

//approved// 
TONIA BOCK 

Chief, Strategic Planning and Policy Division 
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JFTR REVISIONS: 
 

JFTR PROPOSED REVISIONS: 
 

 
U6003-A2a: 
 

2.  Non-foreign OCONUS Areas.  The following officials are responsible for authorizing/ordering an 
evacuation of the dependents of uniformed service personnel from non-foreign OCONUS areas:  

 
*a.  The Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary’s designated representative (Principal Deputy Under 
SECDEF (Personnel and Readiness (PDUSD (P&R)) for dependents of a DoD component member, 
including the Coast Guard when operating under the Department of the Navy by agreement with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security; 

 
 
 
U6003-B: 
 
B.  Evacuation to a Safe Haven or a Designated Place.  The anticipated evacuation duration is the key to determining 
if a dependent should travel to a safe haven or a designated place.  If the circumstances making an evacuation 
necessary are expected to improve so that the evacuated dependent can return to the member's PDS, the dependent is 
evacuated to a safe haven.  If circumstances are not expected to improve, the dependent is evacuated to a designated 
place. 
 

1.  Original Safe Haven Location Designation.  The original safe haven location is ordinarily designated by the 
DoS, with DoD coordination.  DoD has primary responsibility for designating the original safe haven when the 
evacuation is from the U.S. Naval Base, Guantanamo, Cuba, or a non-foreign OCONUS area. 

 
a.  If the CONUS is named in the evacuation order as the original safe haven, an evacuee must select the 
exact CONUS safe haven location to which they travel at GOV’T expense. 

 
b.  If the U.S. is named in the evacuation order as the original safe haven, for:  

 
(1)  DoD Services.  An evacuee must select the exact CONUS safe haven.  Safe havens outside the 
CONUS but in a non-foreign OCONUS area (APP A1) must be authorized/approved by PDUSD 
(P&R).  Secretary of State authority is not required for an alternate safe haven in the CONUS or a 
non-foreign OCONUS area. 

 
(2)  Non-DoD Services.  An evacuee must select an exact U.S. safe haven location. 

 
2.  Alternate Safe Haven Location Designation 

 
*a.  DoD Services.   

(1)  Per DSSR 614, DoS (Under Secretary of State for Management Office) (USS (Mgt) authority is 
required for designation of an alternate foreign OCONUS safe haven. 
 
(2) The member's command should request USS(Mgt) clearance through the Chief of Mission of the 
US Embassy in the country where the member is assigned and the member must include that clearance 
with their request to PDUSD(P&R). 

 
(3)  Following Secretary of State authority, the PDUSD (P&R)) may authorize/approve requests for 
reimbursement of travel and transportation expenses to an alternate foreign OCONUS safe haven 
location for an evacuated dependent. 

http://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=231&menu_id=78
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(4)  The PDUSD (P&R) must also authorize/approve all requests for evacuees to move from one safe 
haven location to another when circumstances warrant for the travel expenses to be reimbursed. 

 
(5)  While determinations are made on a case by case basis, justification must consider family support 
at the requested designation, collocation with the service member at an alternate work site, or similar 
rationale to attest that relocation is in the GOV’T’s best interest. 

 
(6)  Secretary of State authority is not required for an alternate safe haven in a non-foreign OCONUS 
area (APP A1). 

 
b.  Non-DoD Services.  The Secretarial Process following Secretary of State authority (through the Under 
Secretary of State for Management’s Office) may authorize/approve an alternate safe haven, including 
transportation from one safe haven to another.  Secretary of State authority is not required for an alternate 
safe haven in the U.S. 

 
c.  Alternate Location within a Safe Haven.  For all Services, the Secretarial Process must authorize/ 
approve an alternate location within a safe haven (e.g., within the CONUS) for an evacuated dependent and 
transportation at GOV’T expense, when circumstances warrant, for evacuation allowances to be based on 
the alternate location.  That is, an evacuee must obtain formal permission to change safe haven even if the 
change is within the same state. 

 
3.  OCONUS Designated Place Designation.  The Secretary Concerned or designated representative is the 
authority to authorize/approve an OCONUS designated place. 

 
 
 
U6005-D1: 
 

*1.  Safe Haven Evacuation Allowances Payable.  A command-sponsored dependent, and a dependent student 
in an evacuation status, is authorized safe haven evacuation allowances for 30 consecutive days beginning on 
the day following the dependent’s initial safe haven arrival date.  A dependent student in evacuation status who 
joins the evacuated command-sponsored dependent at the safe haven is authorized safe haven evacuation 
allowances for any of those 30 days the command-sponsored dependent is authorized safe haven evacuation 
allowances.  The safe haven evacuation allowance is computed as shown in the par. U6005-G examples, in an 
amount NTE the locality per diem rate for the area concerned.  A dependent age 12 and older is authorized the 
full evacuation allowance amount, while a dependent under age 12 is authorized a safe haven evacuation 
allowance NTE 50% of the locality per diem rate for the area concerned.  The safe haven evacuation allowance 
rate is increased for a dependent reaching age 12 while located at a safe haven beginning on the twelfth 
birthday.  After the 30-consecutive-day period expires, and unless otherwise authorized/approved in a 
determination issued by the USD (P&R) for a DoD Service member’s dependent and/or the Secretary 
Concerned for a non-DoD Service member’s dependent, the safe haven evacuation allowance rate is computed 
for NTE 150 consecutive additional days (unless extended for time and/or per diem rate percentage by the USD 
(P&R) for a DoD Service member’s dependent, and by the Secretary Concerned for a non-DoD Service 
member’s dependent under par. U6005-B2) at:  

 
a.  60% of the locality per diem rate for the area for a dependent age 12 and older, and  

 
b.  30% of the locality per diem rate for the area for a dependent under age 12. 

 
A situation may arise in which the reduced safe haven evacuation allowance does not cover the additional costs 
involved in maintaining specific dependent(s) at the safe haven (i.e., the additional expenses for lodging, meals 
and IE exceed the reduced rate amount).  The specific dependent(s) receiving the safe haven evacuation 
allowances, or the individual receiving the safe haven evacuation allowances on the dependent(s)’ behalf, may 
forward a request through the paying disbursing or finance office to the PDTATAC Chief, requesting an 
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increased safe haven evacuation allowance rate.  Requests must contain the actual daily cost figures for lodging, 
meals and IE.  The finance or disbursing office should add any pertinent information concerning the request, 
make appropriate recommendations, and forward the request to PDTATAC.  The request should be forwarded 
to the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation Allowance Committee by: 

 
a.  Mail :  Per Diem, Travel and Transportation Allowance Committee 

ATTN: Evacuation Allowances 
4800 Mark Center Drive 
Suite 04J25-01 
Alexandria, VA  22350-9000 

 
b.  FAX:   (571) 372-1301 

 
c.  E-Mail:  pdtatac-tt@dtmo.pentagon.mil, or 

 
d.  Message:  SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//DTMO//. 

 
If the request is granted, PDTATAC issues an Evacuation Allowance Determination specifying the 
authorized/approved safe haven evacuation allowance amount.  The Evacuation Allowance Determination, or 
request disapproval, is sent directly to the dependent concerned, with a copy to the finance or disbursing office.  
PDTATAC provides copies of all requests and approvals/disapprovals to the applicable Service representative. 

 
U6005-D2: 
 

 
*2.  Safe Haven Evacuation allowances when Movement to Another Safe Haven Is Directed or Authorized.  
Competent authority may direct the movement of a command-sponsored dependent and/or a dependent student 
between safe havens.  Safe haven evacuation allowances at the former safe haven terminate on the day 
transportation is first made available to the dependent unless competent authority authorizes a further delay as 
being unavoidable and for reasons beyond the individual's control.  Safe haven evacuation allowances may not 
be authorized for any period beyond that authorized in par. U6005-D1. 

 
When a dependent is directed to move between safe havens (e.g., from one OCONUS safe haven to another 
OCONUS safe haven or to a CONUS safe haven), safe haven evacuation allowances as in par. U6005-D1 for 
NTE 180 consecutive days begin again on the day following arrival at the new safe haven.  If at the dependent’s 
or member’s request a dependent is authorized to travel between: 

 
a.  Safe havens (e.g., from CONUS safe haven to safe haven in Japan), or  

 
b.  Locations within the same safe haven (e.g., from Chicago to Baltimore),  

 
the 180-consecutive-day period begun at the first safe haven continues in effect but the locality per diem rate 
applicable to the new location begins on the arrival date at that location.  If travel to the new location is not 
completed within one day, safe haven evacuation allowances for the travel day(s) are paid under par. U6005-C 
(except for the arrival day at the new safe haven). 
 

 
U6052: 
 
U6052  RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
A.  Authorizing or Ordering an Evacuation or Limited Evacuation.  The decision to evacuate a dependent from an 
area rests with the individuals designated in par. U6051-B. 
 
B.  Evacuation to a Safe Haven or a Designated Place.  The anticipated evacuation duration is the key to determining 
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if a dependent should travel to a safe haven or a designated place.  If the circumstances making an evacuation 
necessary are expected to improve so that the evacuated dependent can return to the member's PDS, dependent is 
evacuated to a safe haven.  If circumstances are not expected to improve, the dependent is evacuated to a designated 
place. 
 

*1.  Original Safe Haven Location Designation.  The original safe haven location is ordinarily designated by the 
individuals designated in par. U6051-B.  If CONUS is named in the evacuation order as the original safe haven, 
an evacuee must select the exact CONUS safe haven location to which they travel at GOV’T expense. 

 
2.  Alternate Safe Haven Location Designation 

 
*a.  DoD Services.  The  Secretary Concerned has the authority to authorize/approve an alternate safe 
haven for an evacuated dependent including transportation at GOV’T expense from one safe haven to 
another safe haven when circumstances warrant. 

 
b.  Non-DoD Services.  Authority is vested in the Secretarial Process. 

 
c.  Alternate Location within a Safe Haven.  For all Services, the Secretarial Process must authorize/ 
approve an alternate location within a safe haven for an evacuated dependent and transportation at GOV’T 
expense from one safe haven to another when circumstances warrant. 

 
3.  OCONUS Designated Place Designation.  The Secretarial Process must authorize/approve an OCONUS 
designated place. 

 
C.  Safe Haven Status Termination and Directing a Dependent to Select a Designated Place 
 

*1.  DoD Services.  For DoD Services, the  Secretary Concerned has responsibility to determine when an 
evacuated dependent at a safe haven must optionally select a designated place and move thereto, or select the 
current safe haven as the designated place. 

 
2.  Non-DoD Services.  For non-DoD Services, authority is vested in the Secretarial Process. 

 
D.  Evacuation Status Termination 
 

*1.  For DoD Services, the Secretary Concerned, terminates evacuation status and authorizes a dependent to 
return to the PDS. 

 
2.  In limited evacuations involving DoD Services; the authority that authorized/ordered the evacuation 
terminates evacuation status and authorizes a dependent to return to the residence. 

 
*3.  For non-DoD Services, authority is vested in the Secretarial Process in situations in which the Secretary 
Concerned for the DoD Services, or the authority who authorized/ordered a limited evacuation. 

 
4.  In addition, for each Service ICW a CONUS evacuation, the Secretarial Process-determined official on a 
case-by-case basis may direct the dependent’s evacuation allowances termination date before the evacuation 
period termination date.  The Secretarial Process-determined official may:  

 
a.  Permit the family to return to the PDS and terminate the evacuation allowances, or  

 
b.  Require the family to go to a designated place (from a safe haven) with the resulting evacuation 
allowances transition,  

 
c.  Allow the evacuation status to continue until the ordered evacuation period is terminated, or  

 
d.  Allow a dependent to remain at the evacuation site with evacuation allowances, as outlined in par. 
U6052-E, if justified and authorized/approved on a case-by-case basis through the Secretarial Process. 
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E.  Evacuation Safe Haven Allowance Policy.  Each Service is authorized to manage evacuation allowances based 
on the Service’s needs during the authorized evacuation period.  Each Service is expected to pay evacuation 
allowances consistent with the dependent’s status and the evacuated location conditions as noted below. 
 

1.  Evacuation allowances are based on the safe haven per diem rate and are paid at the rate of 100% for each 
dependent age 12 or older and 50% for each dependent under age 12 for the first 30 days.  Effective day 31, 
those percentages are reduced to 60% and 30% respectively. 

 
2.  On a case-by-case basis, based on written justification from the family in question, continued evacuation 
allowances payment may be authorized/approved at 100%/50% beyond 30 days for a specific duration. 

 
Each Service selects the authority for safe haven allowance determinations through the Secretarial Process.  The 
authority must be an O-6/GS-15 or above at Service Headquarters level, with no further delegation of authority 
below that grade or staff component level. 

 
 
U6054-D: 
 
D.  Safe Haven Evacuation Allowances while at Safe Haven  
 

*1.  Safe Haven Evacuation Allowances Payable.  A safe haven evacuation allowance rate is based on the 
locality per diem rate for the safe haven location.  A dependent in an evacuation status, incident to an 
authorized/ordered evacuation or limited evacuation, is authorized safe haven evacuation allowances for 30 
consecutive days beginning on the day following the dependent’s initial safe haven arrival date.  The safe haven 
evacuation allowance is computed as shown in examples in par. U6054-G, in an amount NTE the locality per 
diem rate for the area concerned.  A dependent age 12 and older is authorized NTE the full safe haven 
evacuation allowance amount, while a dependent under age 12 is authorized NTE 50% of the locality per diem 
rate for the area concerned.  The safe haven evacuation allowance rate is increased for a dependent reaching age 
12 while located at a safe haven beginning on the twelfth birthday.  After the 30-consecutive-day period 
expires, and unless otherwise authorized/approved in a determination issued by the USD (P&R) for a DoD 
Service member’s dependent, and/or the Secretary Concerned for a non-DoD member’s dependent, the safe 
haven evacuation allowance rate is computed for NTE 150 consecutive additional days (unless extended for 
time and/ or safe haven evacuation allowance rate percentage by the USD (P&R) for a DoD member’s 
dependent, and by the Secretary Concerned for a non-DoD member’s dependent  under par. U6052-D) at: 

 
a.  60% of the locality per diem rate for the area for a dependent age 12 and older; and 

 
b.  30% of the locality per diem rate for the area for a dependent under age 12. 

 
A situation may arise in which the reduced safe haven evacuation allowance does not cover the additional cost 
involved in maintaining a specific dependent at a safe haven (i.e., the additional expense for lodging and M&IE 
exceed the reduced rate amount).  The specific dependent receiving the safe haven evacuation allowances, or 
the individual receiving the safe haven evacuation allowances on the dependent’s behalf, on a case-by-case 
basis may forward a request for approval through the Secretarial Process requesting an increased safe haven 
evacuation allowances rate. 
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